DOCUMENTS EXPEDITING PROJECT 


{No. 16] 


REPORT OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DEPART- 
MENT OF COMMERCE TO THE CONGRESS ON THE ACTIVITIES 
AND TRANSACTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR UNDER THE 
MERCHANT SHIP SALES ACT OF 1946, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 
1, 1951, THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1951 


THe SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, 
Washington 25, March 3, 1982. 
Hon. Epwarp J. Hart, 
Chairman, Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Hart: I have the honor to present herewith the quar- 
terly report of the Maritime Administration of this Department on 
the activities and transactions of the Administration under the Mer- 
chant Ship Sales Act of 1946, from October 1, 1951, through December 
31, 1951, in accordance with section 13 of that act. 

Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES SAWYER, 
Secretary of Commerce. 


Report OF THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CoMMERCE TO THE CONGRESS ON THE ACTIVITIES AND TRANSACTIONS 
OF THE ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE MERCHANT Suip SALES Act or 
1946, as AMENDED, OcToBER 1, 1951, THrRovugH Decemser 31, 
1951 


RESUME 


At the expiration on January 15, 1951, of sales authority under the 
Merchant Ship Sales Act of 194€, 1,956 war-built vessels had been sold, 
843 to United States flag operators and 1,113 to foreign-flag operators. 
Provisions of the act relating to the maintenance of the national 
defense reserve fleet and the chartering of Government-owned vessels 
authorized in the public interest are still in effect. 

Under this authority, there were on December 31, 1951, 198 war- 
built vessels under charter, a decrease of 5 from the number under 
charter at the end of the previous quarter. Vessels in the reserve 
fleets totaled 1,465 at the end of the quarter, a decrease of 155 from 
the number in reserve at the beginning of the quarter. The majority 
of vessels withdrawn from reserve were placed under general agency 
operation for use in military and foreign aid programs. 


VESSEL CHARTERS 


On December 31, 1951, there were 217 vessels under bareboat 
charter or allocated for charter under all authorities of law, a decrease 
of 6 from the total on September 30, 1951. Of this total, 198 were 
war-built vessels chartered under the provisions of the Merchant 
Ship Sales Act of 1946, as amended; 5 under the Merchant Marine 
Act, 1936 (3 prewar passenger vessels: the post-war-built cargo vessel 
Schuyler Otis Bland, and 1 Great Lakes ore carrier) ; € under Public 
Law 101 of the Seventy-seventh Congress (5 Great L akes vessels and 1 
ferry); and 8 under the ee Rehabilitation Act (Public Law 370, 

79th Cong. ). See appendix F for further details. 
94083—52—No. 16 








2 


Vessel charter totals at the close of the quarter by services in which 
employed, or allocated for employment, compared with corresponding 
totals as of September 30, 1951, are as follows: 


| Dee, 31, 1951 | | Sept. 30, 1951 


Ship Sales Act of 1946 


| | 
Offshore trade (bulk service) Z ae Ph sition ..| None | None 
Offshore trades (liner service, including passenger vessels) - - - Deli 41 | 32 
Offshore trade (Alaskan service). ; Sockspheisecas ; ian 13 14 
Offshore trades (MSTS) 127 | 147 
Coastwise and intercoastal trades. : 17 10 
NR hcbiiea kc dian in ; , See pitime chao 198 | Ee 
Other authorities of law: i Ps Fey ¥" 
Offshore trades (liner service, including prewar built passenger vessels) - - | 4} 5 
Great Lakes service (prewar-built) | 6 6 
Ferry service (prewar built) asa Neate ‘ . ; | 1 |} 1 
Philippine interisland service (Philippine Rehabilitation Act) —._.-__- 8 | 8 
Total ; , Keabuteinciteskes ae 19 20 
—<—<<—— Sao | aoeetleceanaatae eae 
Grand total aiha eielin ces i dckndbes baie saeael 217 | 223 


RESERVE FLEETS 


The continued withdrawal by the National Shipping Authority of 
vessels for operation under general agency agreement in various 
shipping programs reduced the number of vessels moored at the 8 
reserve fleets from 1,620 vessels on September 30, 1951, to 1,465 
vessels on December 31, 1951. 

The program for the basic preservation of vessels in the reserve 
fleet was 96 percent complete at the end of the quarter. The work- 
load of recurring preservation for the fiscal year had been reduced 
by 16 percent at the end of the same period. The installation of 
cathodic protection for bottoms of vessels was further deferred pend- 
ng clarification of the need for vessels during the current emergency. 

The following tabulation shows the number of vessels in the fleets 
by location as of September 30, 1951, and December 31, 1951, and 
vessel movements during the > Per lod: 


—- : 
Fleet Sept. 30, 1951 | In Out |p Dee. 31, 1951 

ain = 

Hudson River, N. Y d 16 | 1 | 7 40 
James River, Va__-- 351 | 0 | 51 | 300 
Wilmington, N. C | 291 | 0 | 26 | 265 
Mobile, Ala 253 0 | 15 | 238 
Beaumont, Tex | 152 | 0 23 | 129 
Suisun Bay, Calif 301 | 0 | 15 | 286 
Astoria, Oreg 166 0} 10 156 
ilympia, Wash_ 60 | 0 9 | fl 

Total. ........ , 1, 620 | l 156 | 1, 465 








The availability for reactivation of vessels remaining in the reserve 
fleets is shown in appendix B. 


MORTGAGE SALES TO NONCITIZENS 


The status of sales to foreign eae is shown in appendix A. 
During the quarter an additional $5,862,090 in principal and $1,- 
721,888.15 in interest was collected. "The total of outstanding mort- 
gage obligations on December 31, 1951, was $154,725,399.46. 

During the quarter the State Department was requested to advise 
the American Embassy to bring formally to the attention of a foreign 
government that its mortgage obligation to the United States was 
not current. The account was brought to a current status. 
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ADJUSTMENT FOR PRIOR SALES TO CITIZENS 


Of the net total of 191 vessels for which applications have been 
filed for adjustment for prior sales to citizens under section 9 of the 
Merchant Ship Sales Act of 1946, adjustments had been approved 
for 179 vessels as of December 31, 1951, and agreements had been 
executed for 147. Adjustments for 7 vessels were approved during 
the quarter. The remaining 12 vessels for which adjustments had 
not been approved were being processed. 


Aprrenpix A.—Status of merchant ship sales to foreign countries, act of 1946, 
Dec. 31, 1951 








| | | 
| | Princi- | | 
| pal col- | Venison. | 
Num- ete lected | — possessed | 
Countries her of Original | during | Principal and mort- Mortgages Inter 
cnje, Mortgage | quarter | collected |” _| outstanding | collected 
vessels gage notes | 
ended enoslad 
Dee 31, cance i 
1951 | 
Brazil 12) $6, 242, 400 0\$1, 407, 600. 00 O\$4, 834, 800. 00) $899, 406. & 
China 33) 16, 387, 120) 0 , 074. 50/1 $3, 112, 000) 7, 894, 045. 50)1, 565, 152. 4 
Finland 3} 1,167,520) $21, 970 . 700. 00 0} 539,820.00) 122,343.4 
France 2, 181, 430/15, , 950. 00 0/40, 966, 300. 00)7, 732, 407. & 
Greece. - 566, 200/13, : 38. 5: 0/28, 034, 761. 47/5, 430, 321. 7° 
Italy 2, 154, 380/17, 885, 440. 00 0)47, 336, 670. 00/8, 625, 050. 7 
Liberia (2 vessels trans- | | 
ferred from Uruguay) 2 698, 400 0 58, 200. 00 0} 640, 200. 00 24, 122. 94 
Netherlands 11; 9,559,840) 161, 600) 3, 678, 260. 00 0) 5, 881, 580. 00/1, 025, 605. 7 
Norway 40; 18,963,000) 416, 500/10, 566, 999. 99 0} 8, 396, 000. 01/2, 265, 490. 7 
Peru__. 8 4,009, 500 0 932, 800. 09 0} 3, 166, 700.00) 540, 701. 6 
Philippines 4, 2,081, 480 0} 395, 967. 52 0} 1,685, 512.48} 210,847. 4 
Turkey 10; 6,088,270) 360,010) 1, 596, 340. 00 0} 4, 491, 980.00) 844, G85. 4s 
Uruguay: 
Original 
mortgage $1, 855, 540 
2 vessels } 
transfer- 
red to | 
Liberia 698, 400 | 
2{ 1,157,140 0} 300,060. 00 0} 857,080.00} 184,797.11 
Total ‘ : 446) 229, 001, 030 5, 862, 09071, 163, 630. 54) 1 3, 112, 000 154,725,399.46)29,470,934.238 


! Four vessels. 


AprENDIxX B.—Summary of reserve fleet ships indicating general availability for 
reactivation, Dec. 31, 1951 





Ships re- |Ships avali- 
| quiring | ae 
Total in higher Ships au- - ‘ 
. yer-age | al 
| reserve repair and | thorized | “ ; — | ee ; 
fleet } reacti- forsale | “™PS |r eee 
vation So " vt 
} expense | eee 


expense 





Commercial types: 
Liberty ships 





hi <i sents dil eb 1, 022 80 | 0 | 0 | 942 
Othete: .. c. wsc2. a seeds Seu eo 183 | 27 11 | Q | 14 
Total commercial types_-..--.--.-.-- | 1, 205 | 107 i 9 1, O88 
Noncommercial types: : 
Ex-naval and military auxiliaries ___- 208 27 0 18 16 
V-—4 tugs 7 Pek rs | 46 0 0 0 it 
Miscellaneous (eable ship, Coast 
Guard lightship, etc.) ..........----- | 6 | 0 21 2 
Total noncommercial types-..------ 260 27 1 20 21 
Gren GOP sin tle 1, 465 | 134 | 2 29 1, 30 


1 Over-age vessel to be sold for use. 
2 Over-age vessel to be sold for scrap. 
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Appenpix F.— Tabulation of vessels operated by charterers and/or agents of the 
Maritime Administration, excluding tankers, as of Dec. 31, 1951 


[Includes information received through Jan. 3, 1951] 


| Company 





Vessels allocated but not delivered 
Hamilton Victory Moore McCormack Lines 
Batile Creek Victory American Hawaiian Steamship Co. 
Clarksville Victory Prudential Steamship Co 
Vessels withdrawn from charter but not 
yet redelivered: 
Joplin Victory 3 Pacific Atlantic Steamship Co 


La Guardia American Export Lines. Passenger. 


REMARKS 


Previous Current 


Number of active approved charterers 


Number of chartered vessels operating 
Vessels allocated but not delivered. 


Total number of vessels chartered 


Vessels withdrawn but not redelivered 
Number of vessels under GAA (inactive) 
Number of vessels under GAA (active) -- 


Total number of vessels under GAA 








